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The Size and Structure of China’s Public Spending for Poverty Reduction

Yang Liangsong Zhou Yu Liu Jun

[ Abstract | Local public spending plays an important role in China’s poverty reduction. Based on government finance

statistics manual from 1991 to 2018, the paper focuses on the size and structure of China’s public spending for

poverty reduction. Firstly, we analyze five kinds of poverty alleviation spending, including agricultural poverty

alleviation spending, minimum subsistence allowances, student grant, medical relief funds, housing grant.

Secondly, estimating the total amount of local poverty alleviation spending, we find that local governments

increase their spending, and since 2007 minimum subsistence allowances, student grant are more important

than agricultural poverty alleviation spending. Finally, the paper has some policy suggestions. On one hand,

there are still many poor people in China, so governments need to increase local poverty alleviation spending.

On the other hand, since there are many kinds of poverty alleviation spending, different departments need to be

in good cooperation in anti—poverty works.
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